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The Manitoba Chamber Orchestra 

“Canada’s tiny, perfect chamber orchestra” (Toronto Star) 

The Manitoba Chamber Orchestra, also called the MCO, is a music ensemble based in Winnipeg, 
MB. The orchestra has been in existence since 1972! Many well-known musicians from around the 
world have performed with the MCO. This season the MCO turns 50! 

Anne Manson is the MCO’s Music Director. That means she is the conductor for many of our concerts 
and is involved in choosing the music for the season (i.e. concert programming). As Music Director 
she plays many other important roles in the MCO organization! Each year, the MCO also welcomes 
guest conductors to lead the orchestra. 

Learn more about the MCO on our website: https://www.themco.ca/what-is-the-mco/ 
Find the MCO on Instagram and Facebook @themcocanada 

EDUCATION AND OUTREACH 
The Manitoba Chamber Orchestra offers a wide range of Education and Outreach programs 
throughout the year including: library and community concerts; school concerts; outreach tours; pre-
concert events; masterclasses and presentations; workshops; learning resources; and more! 

To learn more about the MCO’s Education and Outreach programming, contact:  
Dr. Suzu Enns, Director of Education and Community Engagement  

senns@themco.ca / 204-783-7377, ext. 106 

Equinox: Chamber Afternoon at the WAG 
March 2023

Learning Resource by  
Suzu Enns

https://www.themco.ca/what-is-the-mco/
mailto:senns@themco.ca
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OVERVIEW OF THE CONCERT 

Equinox: Chamber Afternoon at the WAG 
March 2023

Learning Resource by  
Suzu Enns

The concert is taking place in the  
Muriel Richardson Auditorium   
at the Winnipeg Art Gallery in  

Winnipeg, Manitoba.  

📌  Learn more about THE VENUE on  
PAGE 5! 

This is a special  
chamber music ensemble concert. 

📌  Learn more about CHAMBER MUSIC on 
PAGE 7! 

Larry Strachan is the guest  
Musical Director 

Larry Strachan is a Winnipeg-based composer, 
conductor, and educator. He founded the 
organization Chamber Orchestra Without 
Borders (COWB) Inc. in 2006. He is Artistic 
Director of Chamber Orchestra MUSAIC 

(COM), the ensemble supported by COWB. 
The organization’s aim is to present orchestral 

works written by composers of colour and 
ethnicities not normally associated with the 

creation of orchestral music. 

📌  Learn more about Larry on our WEBSITE  
or in the HOUSE PROGRAM. 

The MCO will be premiering  
Larry Strachan’s new work,  

Jouvert Morning   
on May 16 & 17, 2023! 

This concert takes place around the 
Equinox, or the first day of Spring!

This is a concert of new music. 
📌  Learn more about each composer and piece 

of music starting on PAGE 9! 

In this concert,  
you will hear instruments in the… 

String family: violins, viola and cello    
Woodwind family: flute and clarinet 
Keyboard family: piano 
Electronic music instrument family:   
 modular synthesizer  

📌    
CLICK HERE  

to view the  
house program  

online! 

https://www.themco.ca/concert/equinox/
https://indd.adobe.com/view/892d65dd-2ece-4dc8-add5-20e347bac91b
https://indd.adobe.com/view/892d65dd-2ece-4dc8-add5-20e347bac91b
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THE PROGRAM 
March 22, 2023 

1:00pm 
Kerey Harper 
Blue Fractals 

Kris Wachniak 
Cazimi: dance of renewal in the heart of 
Divine ecstasy  

Carlos Simon 
An Elegy: Cry from the Grave 

Michael Osterle 
Sunspot Letters 

Kerey Harper 
Circadian Sleepers 

Chris Byman 
The Field 
 I. At Dusk 
 II. Running, to the Sound of   
  Distant Trains 

Kerey Harper 
Fractals II 

The performance will be followed by a Q&A 
session! 

About this resource 

This is a general use resource designed to 
serve as an introduction to the concert and 

a springboard for further exploration.  

Any audience member and learner may 
enjoy reviewing it before they attend the 

concert! 

The resource is primarily intended as a 
resource for teachers. We invite them to 
determine what content is most suitable 

and applicable for their students. Teachers 
can also review it in advance of the pre-
concert school workshops scheduled for 

mid-March. 

Download the resource as a PDF to access 
links to YouTube videos, or print the 

resource to study offline. 

If you have any questions or feedback, 
please contact:  

Dr. Suzu Enns, Director of Education 
and Community Engagement  

senns@themco.ca 
204-783-7377, ext. 106  

mailto:senns@themco.ca


Page  of 5 18

THE VENUE 

The Muriel Richardson Auditorium in the Winnipeg Art Gallery 
300 Memorial Blvd, Winnipeg, MB 
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Did you know? 
The Muriel Richardson 
Auditorium has very special 
audience seating!  
Charles Eames (1907-1978) 
was an American designer 
whose furniture designs and 
aesthetics are still highly 
coveted and influential today. 
The auditorium at the WAG 
features Eames’ classic, stylish 
rotating chairs!
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Important reminders for attending the concert 

If you have any questions, please contact us at 204-783-7377 or senns@themco.ca. 

Equinox: Chamber Afternoon at the WAG 
March 2023

Learning Resource by  
Suzu Enns

🚌  
Please arrive between 12:30-12:50pm. Buses can 
drop off staff and students in the loading zone in 
front of the WAG, then depart to make room for other 
buses. An MCO staff member or volunteer will be in 
the vicinity of the loading zone to greet you and 
direct you to the auditorium. Students must be 
accompanied by school chaperones at all times.

📵  
Please turn off cell phones and other electronics 
before the concert begins. 

 ❗ 
The use of recording and photogenic equipment is 
not permitted.

 🚻 
Washrooms are located at the entrance to the Muriel 
Richardson Auditorium. Please use appropriate 
intervals for washroom breaks. Students must be 
accompanied by a chaperone at all times.

 ❗ 
The Manitoba Chamber Orchestra strives for a scent-
free environment at its concerts, as hair spray, 
perfume, and deodorant can trigger reactions. 
Please be mindful of this.

😷 
The Manitoba Chamber Orchestra highly 
recommends the wearing of masks while attending 
MCO concerts. Please do not attend our concerts if 
you are experiencing any COVID symptoms, however 
mild. You can find out more about the MCO’s current 
protocols on our website.  

👂 👀 👏 
At a concert, there is so much to hear and see! It is 
important to be respectful of the musicians and other 
audience members. Before attending the concert, 
please take time to review behaviour and concert 
etiquette expectations with your students. It is a great 
opportunity to reinforce and practice these skills, 
especially if it has been a few years since you have 
had regular school assemblies or field trips!

🎟 
As you enter the Muriel Richardson Auditorium, 
please check in with the MCO staff member or usher!

 ❗ 
No food or drink in the auditorium. 

🚌  
AFTER THE CONCERT: Groups will be called to 
depart as buses arrive. Chaperones must supervise 
students as they load into buses.

https://www.themco.ca/%F0%9F%93%8C-updated-ticket-gathering-policies/
mailto:senns@themco.ca
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CHAMBER MUSIC 
“Chamber music - a conversation between friends.” - Catherine Drinker Bowen 

 

What is chamber music? 
Chamber music is music composed for 
small groups of instruments broadly referred 
to as chamber music ensembles. This music 
was often performed in small halls or the 
homes of aristocrats, but today we can see 
chamber music performed in traditional 
venues both small and large as well as non-
traditional performance spaces right in your 

community! 👉  

Many styles and genres of music feature 
small groups of musicians, but in this 
context, chamber music is a musical form 
associated with Western classical music.  

Chamber music is a wonderful musical form that anyone can explore! Chamber music is accessible and 
enjoyed by many audiences and musicians of all skill levels, and participants also gain invaluable 
musical, social, and teamwork skills as they hone their craft as chamber musicians. 

Here are some of the common chamber music ensembles: 
— String quartet — Brass quintet  — Saxophone quartet 

— Piano trio  — Woodwind quintet — “Pierrot Ensemble” (flute,   

       clarinet violin, cello and piano) 

You may be interested to know that… 
• Chamber music is most often performed without a conductor. 

• Musicians must be comfortable as both ensemble players and soloists to 
play chamber music, and each musician also must develops the skills of a 
conductor! 

• Unlike some other forms of music in which many musicians are performing the same part in unison 
with other musicians, in chamber music each musician plays their own part. Each musician has a very 
important role to play in the ensemble.  

• Chamber music has been composed and performed for hundreds of years, and is still a very popular 
form today! 

Equinox: Chamber Afternoon at the WAG 
March 2023

Learning Resource by  
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Did you know? 
Duo/duet = 2 musicians 

Trio = 3 musicians 
Quartet = 4 musicians 
Quintet = 5 musicians 
Sextet = 6 musicians 
Septet = 7 musicians  
Octet = 8 musicians 

Above: The MCO’s chamber ensemble Fiddlers on the Loose 
performing at the Wolseley Farmers’ Market in Winnipeg (2022).
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Learn more about CHAMBER MUSIC 
Visit the Manitoba Chamber Orchestra’s YouTube Channel to see a wonderful variety of 

chamber music performances: https://www.youtube.com/ManitobaChamberOrchestra  

Here are a few highlights from our channel to get you started: 

CLICK HERE to see Narumi Higuchi (violin) and Nahre Sol (piano) 
perform “Mountain Goats” (composed by Nahre Sol). 

 

CLICK HERE to see one of the MCO’s Winter 2022 online concerts 
featuring a wonderful selection of chamber music with woodwinds, 
strings and harpsichord. 

 

Do you have a chamber music component to your music program?  
There are a ton of benefits to introducing chamber music to your student musicians. Here are some 
considerations: 
• Determine groups in advance and choose level-appropriate chamber repertoire. For more advanced 

students, consider allowing them to choose from a curated collection of repertoire you have 
reviewed in advance.  

• Before students begin to rehearse with their ensembles, introduce basic elements of chamber music, 
and take time to observe musicians playing chamber music online or at a live concert. Encourage 
students to observe connections between the performance techniques with which they are familiar in 
band, choir, orchestra or other ensembles, and comment on potential challenges that may arise and 
new skills they’ll need to develop.  

• Set clear expectations and processes that they should be following for rehearsals, and provide 
guidance on how they should get started before your first coaching. 

• Check in regularly with each ensemble to check on their progress and if they require any assistance, 
and also follow a regular coaching schedule so you have dedicated and efficient instruction time. 

• During coachings, pace your time carefully. Ensure you have provided clear instruction and introduce 
a variety of rehearsal techniques, methods for problem solving, emphasize good chamber music 
etiquette, etc. so that they can confidently and independently incorporate new skills into their 
rehearsals outside of coachings.  

• Consider hosting guest chamber music clinicians for a special chamber music day. 
• Consider organizing a chamber music week or month, concluding with an in-class concert or as part 

of your school concert. 
Are you interested in introducing chamber music but not sure how to get started?  
Please get in touch. We’d be delighted to offer advice and support! senns@themco.ca  

Equinox: Chamber Afternoon at the WAG 
March 2023

Learning Resource by  
Suzu Enns

CHAMBER MUSIC CHALLENGE!   FOR MUSIC TEACHERS AND STUDENTS 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kXtt9y_LzdQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lUciHLkgqXc
https://www.youtube.com/ManitobaChamberOrchestra
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kXtt9y_LzdQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lUciHLkgqXc
mailto:senns@themco.ca
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Blue Fractals 
Circadian Sleepers 
Fractals II 

 By Kerey Harper 

The composer:  
Kerey Harper is an electronic musician and composer, 
and offers the following bio: “I grew up in St. Theresa 
Point First Nation. My older siblings showed interest in 
music so I was exposed to music at a very young age. 
Over the years I’ve gone through countless musical 
phases including the many subgenres of rock, electronic music and ambient music. I learned to play a 
variety of instruments. It wasn’t until 2012 when I decided to blend all these influences into my own 
sound. As the years went by, I found myself making music in new ways, such as recording on reel-to-
reel tape machines and cassette tape. I started using more hands-on equipment such as modular gear 
and guitar pedals to craft my sound.” This is Kerey’s first collaboration with the MCO. 

The music: 
The composer has provided the following note: 
I’ve always been interested in making music in different ways to challenge myself. These compositions 
mark a new starting point for me. They are mainly based on blending modular synthesis and eurorack 
music with chamber music, which is a completely new way for me to compose. For these 
compositions, I patch cables to inputs and outputs of different eurorack modules to program 
melodies, add lofi texture, and modulate parameters. It’s basically electronic music made by scratch in 
real-time. My main sources of inspiration here are weather changes and the outdoor environment of 
my hometown, St. Theresa Point. Think of these works as a cycle: winter comes, spring grows, summer 
ends, and autumn withers. The endless life and death cycle that permeates nature. 

Equinox: Chamber Afternoon at the WAG 
March 2023

Learning Resource by  
Suzu Enns

Commissioned by the Manitoba Chamber 
Orchestra with the generous support of the 
Canada Council for the Arts; world premiere 

performances. 
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A few more things to know! 
- Kerey has composed three works that will be performed interspersed throughout the 

concert (see the program on page 4). 
- Instrumentation: The pieces are written for 2 violins, viola, cello, piano, flute, clarinet and 

electronics. 
- Duration: Each piece is approx. 3 minutes in duration (9 minutes in total). 
- The pieces were completed in 2023. 

Acoustic and electronic musical instruments 
Acoustic musical instruments, such as a violin, produce sound when a force (for instance, running a 
bow along a violin string) causes a vibration and resonance in the instrument. An upright or grand 
piano is an acoustic musical instrument. 

The instruments in the string, woodwind, brass, and percussion are all acoustic instruments, but you 
will sometimes see them amplified or adapted into hybrid instruments.  

Electronic musical instruments, such as a synthesizer, produce sound using electricity. An electronic 
keyboard is an electronic musical instrument. 

In addition to electronic musical instruments such as electronic keyboards and electric guitars that 
have similarities to their acoustic counterparts, synthesizers are common electronic musical instruments 
that generate audio signals. There are many similar skillsets between acoustic and electronic musicians 
and composers, but there are also distinct differences. 

It is common in many styles and genres, including popular music, to compose and perform music 
involving both acoustic and electronic instruments, as well as the fascinating field of Computer Music. 

  CLICK HERE to watch an introduction to modular synthesizers on the              
 White Noises YouTube Channel. 

CLICK HERE to listen to electronic music by American composer and 
producer J. Anthony Allen, who is also a composer who writes for both 
acoustic instruments and electronics. 

CLICK HERE to learn more about Kerey Harper in this 2016 CBC article also featuring 
retired River East Collegiate Instrumental Music Director Jeff Kula. 

Equinox: Chamber Afternoon at the WAG 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ex36kK8YpQo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ex36kK8YpQo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1toIIuKDhIo&list=PLTcT7DQYR-Yi80NcgNf1kUgqpOk_IcixD&index=4
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/manitoba/kerey-harper-musician-festival-1.3494413
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1toIIuKDhIo
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Cazimi:  
dance of renewal in the 
heart of Divine ecstasy 

 By Kris Wachniak 

The composer:  
Kris Wachniak is a music-maker, HSP, and Dharma yoga 
practitioner, from Treaty 1 (Winnipeg). 

Kris’ undergrad training in composition (Desautels Faculty 
of Music) included guidance from Gordon Fitzell, Örjan 
Sandred, Karen Sunabacka, and Eliot Britton. Kris received 
supplementary training through Creative Manitoba’s 
Mentorship Program (Andrea Sartisan, One Trunk Theatre; Heidi Oulette, Cluster Festival; Matt Peters, 
Royal Canoe), the Winnipeg New Music Festival lessons & Composer’s Institute (Cassandra Miller; 
Samy Moussa; Harry Stafylakis), and Precursor Productions Recording Studio (Andrew Yankiwski). Upon 
graduation, Kris was a selected participant of the Lunenburg Academy of Musical Performances’s 
Composition Academy, with exceptionally inspired leadership, including Dinuk Wijeratne and Nicole 
Lizée. 

Kris’ catalog spans symphonic, chamber, vocal, electronic, and mixed works. 

Learn more about Kris Wachniak on our WEBSITE or in the HOUSE PROGRAM. 

The music: 
The following is an excerpt from the program note provided by the composer: 
“(A) planet that is Cazimi is in a special placement, 17 minutes or less away from the solar 
system's victorious light source the Sun.  

Ancient astrologers have passed along the teachings of this special celestial arrangement 
between two planetary bodies. Derived from the ancient Arabic word kaṣmīmī, it translates to 
'as if in the heart’… Cazimi (in this musical context) is an imagined state in which all beings are 
in celebration together at the heart of the Sun.”  

Equinox: Chamber Afternoon at the WAG 
March 2023

Learning Resource by  
Suzu Enns

Commissioned by the Manitoba Chamber 
Orchestra with the generous support of the 
Canada Council for the Arts; world premiere 

performance. 

https://www.themco.ca/concert/equinox/
https://indd.adobe.com/view/892d65dd-2ece-4dc8-add5-20e347bac91b


Page  of 12 18

A few more things to know! 
- Instrumentation: The piece is written for clarinet (in B-flat) and string quartet (2 violins, 

viola, cello). 
- Duration: The piece is approx. 6 minutes in duration. 
- The piece was completed in 2023. 

This is a brand new piece of music and we will hear the world premiere 
performance on March 22, 2023.  
This also means that there is no recording for us to listen to or study in advance! All the 
information available to performers are the full score and parts. The composer has provided extremely 
precise music notation and performance markings to convey every detail of their composition to the 
performers. The performers also have the opportunity to collaborate directly with the composer to 
gain additional insight that will help shape the artistic decisions and interpretation which is an 
important part of the creative process.  

Here is an excerpt from the first page of the full score for Cazimi.  
Note that the piece begins with strings alone, and the Bb clarinet enters later. 

Equinox: Chamber Afternoon at the WAG 
March 2023
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Suzu Enns
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An Elegy:  
Cry from the Grave 

 By Carlos Simon 

The composer:  
Simon’s latest album, My Ancestor’s Gift, was released 
on the Navona Records label in April 2018. Described as 
an “overall driving force” (Review Graveyard) and 
featured on Apple Music’s “Albums to Watch”, My 
Ancestor’s Gift incorporates spoken word and historical 
recordings to craft a multifaceted album inspired by the 
past and present. 

Simon earned his doctorate at the University of 
Michigan, where he studied with Michael Daugherty and 
Evan Chambers. He has also received degrees from 
Georgia State University and Morehouse College. 
Additionally, he studied in Baden, Austria at the 
Hollywood Music Workshop with Conrad Pope and at 
New York University’s Film Scoring Summer Workshop. 

Learn more about Carlos Simon on our WEBSITE or in the HOUSE PROGRAM. 

The music: 
The composer offers the following program notes: 
This piece is an artistic reflection dedicated to those who have been murdered wrongfully by an 
oppressive power; namely Trayvon Martin, Eric Garner and Michael Brown. The stimulus for composing 
this piece came as a result of prosecuting attorney Robert McCulloch announcing that a selected jury 
had decided not to indict police officer, Daren Wilson after fatally shooting an unarmed teenager, 
Michael Brown in Ferguson, Missouri. 

The evocative nature of the piece draws on strong lyricism and a lush harmonic charter. A melodic idea 
is played in all the voices of the ensemble at some point of the piece either whole or fragmented. The 
recurring ominous motif represents the cry of those struck down unjustly in this country. While the 
predominant essence of the piece is sorrowful and contemplative, there are moments of extreme hope 
represented by bright consonant harmonies. 
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https://www.themco.ca/concert/equinox/
https://indd.adobe.com/view/892d65dd-2ece-4dc8-add5-20e347bac91b
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A few more things to know! 
- Instrumentation: The piece is written for string quartet (2 violins, viola, cello). 

- The piece can also be performed by string orchestra or saxophone quartet. 
- Duration: The piece is approx. 5 minutes in duration. 
- The piece was composed in 2015. 

 

LISTEN 
Listen to different versions of An Elegy: Cry from the 
Grave performed by… 
 

STRING QUARTET 
CLICK HERE to listen to 
musicians of the New Century 
Chamber Orchestra. 
 

STRING ORCHESTRA 

CLICK HERE to listen to the 
New England Conservatory 
Symphony. 

SAXOPHONE QUARTET 
CLICK HERE to listen to the 
Maryland Winds Saxophone 
Quartet. 

Equinox: Chamber Afternoon at the WAG 
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Did you know? 

Carlos Simon was recently nominated for a Grammy award in 
the category of contemporary classical composition for his work 

Requiem for the enslaved.  

CLICK HERE to learn more about the piece. 

These are three recordings of 
the same piece of music, but 
each one features unique 
instrumentation which results 
in unique sounds, tones, 
dynamics, and textures. It is a 
great example of how 
instrumentation can create 
different musical experiences, 
even when there are no 
differences in form, melody, 
pitch, metre, and rhythm. 
• Compare the recordings. 

• Listen carefully to identify the 
repeated melodic idea. 

• In what ways does the piece 
change depending on the 
instrumentation? 

• By observing and listening, 
identify ways in which the 
musicians’ roles are: 1. the same, 
and 2. different depending on 
the size and type of ensemble in 
which they are performing.  

• Which is your favourite version, 
and why?

https://www.carlossimonmusic.com/album/requiem-for-the-enslaved
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6zyO5vbJOes
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6zyO5vbJOes
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2tQzeKg6cc8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1cLJSJKLLbE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2tQzeKg6cc8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1cLJSJKLLbE
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Sunspot Letters  

 By Michael Oesterle 

The composer:  
Michael Oesterle, born in 1968, is a 
Canadian composer living in Deux-
Montagnes Quebec. He has composed a 
variety of projects for Continuum 
Contemporary Music, Soundstreams, and 
the Manitoba Chamber Orchestra. He is 
closely associated with Quatuor Bozzini, with 
whom he has collaborated for the past 25 
years. A significant period in his musical life was his role as co-founder/director of Ensemble 
Kore, a Montreal based new music ensemble which produced innovative concerts between 
1996 and 2008. 

The music: 
Sunspot Letters was commissioned by the Gallery Players of Niagara in celebration of the 
250th anniversary of W.A. Mozart’s birth.  1

A few more things to know! 
- Instrumentation: The piece is written for 

flute, violin, viola and cello. 
- The piece was originally written with oboe 

instead of flute. 
- Duration: The piece is approx. 12 minutes in 

duration. 
- The piece was composed in 2006. 

LISTEN 

CLICK HERE to listen to Sunspot Letters in a performance of 
the original 2006 version for oboe, violin, viola and cello. 

 Canadian Music Centre; Canadian Oboe Quartets. https://cmccanada.org/shop/cd-gpn-92822/).1
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In the concert, the instrumentation will be the 
same as the recording below EXCEPT for the 
flute replacing the oboe. Using your 
knowledge of the woodwind family of 
instruments, compare the characteristics of 
the flute and oboe: 

• Listen to demonstrations or recordings of both 
instruments and compare characteristics 
including pitch, tone, timbre, and sound 
production. 

• Identify some terminology and vocabulary to 
describe the sounds of each instrument. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dNeTsFnhYN4
https://cmccanada.org/shop/cd-gpn-92822/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dNeTsFnhYN4
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The Field 

 By Chris Byman 

The composer:  
Chris Byman obtained B.Mus and M.Mus degrees from 
Brandon University, where he studied clarinet 
performance and literature. Chris has performed and 
collaborated with musicians across Canada, and has 
appeared at the WSO New Music Festival, the Dark 
Music Days Festival in Reykjavík, ClarinetFest in Baton 
Rouge, and the Centric Festival in Lethbridge. 

As an emerging composer and arranger, Chris enjoys 
writing for orchestra, concert bands and chamber 
groups and has had the privilege of working with 
multiple ensembles, including the Brandon University 
New Music Ensemble, the University of Lethbridge 
Incanto Singers, the Brandon Community Orchestra, 
the Winnipeg Symphony Orchestra, and the Vancouver 
Chamber Choir. Recently, Chris has collaborated with 
multiple Winnipeg-based musicians by creating 
symphonic arrangements of their charts. These artists 
include Justin Lacroix, Rayannah, Jocelyne Baribeau, and the JUNO Award-winning group, the Bros. 
Landreth. In 2020, Chris was awarded the Canadian Band Association’s Howard Cable Memorial Prize 
in Composition for his work Autumn Down A Maple Lane. 

Learn more about Chris Byman on our WEBSITE or in the HOUSE PROGRAM. 

The music: 
The composer has provided the following note: 
The Field receives its name from a patch of land located behind my childhood home in Springfield, 
Manitoba. The field was a place of refuge and solitude, somewhere to get away from everyday life’s 
tedium, while I was growing up. The field continues to have the same calming effect on me as an adult 
returning home, despite changes that have tamed its surface and worn its gnarled, wooden fence 
posts. My piece’s first movement depicts the serenity of a warm and humid summer sky at dusk while 
the frenetic second movement imagines running through the field, jumping and playing to the familiar, 
distant echoes of whistling trains. My melodic material and tonal framework are grown from two 
sources: the field’s physical coordinates, and Aaron Copland’s intimate rural ballet score, Appalachian 
Spring. The Field is lovingly dedicated to my parents, who celebrated their 45th wedding anniversary 
in June 2022. Like Appalachian’s pioneering bride and groom, they have weathered many storms, 
being strongly rooted in the humblest of beginnings. 
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https://www.themco.ca/concert/equinox/
https://indd.adobe.com/view/892d65dd-2ece-4dc8-add5-20e347bac91b


Page  of 17 18

A few more things to know! 

- Instrumentation: The piece is written for clarinet (in A), 
violin, cello and piano. 

- Duration: The piece is approx. 9 minutes in duration. 
- The piece was composed in 2013 and revised in 2022. 
- The work is in 2 movements: 
 I. At Dusk 
 II. Running, to the Sound of Distant Trains 

LISTEN 

CLICK HERE to see hear a performance of The Field by the 
composer Chris Byman performing on clarinet joined by a violinist, 
cellist and pianist in Brandon, Manitoba. 
 

CLICK HERE to watch an MCO online concert featuring Manitoba’s 
Viđarneisti (clarinet and percussion duo). On the program they 
perform a work by Chris Byman called A Colour Undiminished. 
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❗ Did you know? 
When there are multiple 

movements (i.e. parts of a 
composition) we do not clap 

between the movements. The 
performers usually take a brief 
pause between movements. 

CREATING & CONNECTING 
Here are a few ideas for connection, reflection, and creating with your students: 
• Listen to Chris Byman’s The Field. Imagine the setting of the piece and the expression of refuge, solitude, 

and calm (review the program notes for additional imagery).  

• Students can draw/colour the scene, using characteristics of the music to guide their choice of colours, 
shapes, etc. 

• Students’ reflection (in writing): If you were to compose a piece based on a place that is meaningful to you, 
what would it sound like? Would it be loud or soft? Would it be fast or slow? What instrumentation would 
you choose? What genre and style of music would best reflect the scene? 

• Music creation activity: On any instrument, students improvise/compose a motive, melody, or piece (as 
appropriate for the grade and skill level) inspired by a meaningful place. Prepare a brief program note to 
describe your creation.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=otf_igfGVw4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CdKFhI_IsOQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CdKFhI_IsOQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=otf_igfGVw4
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FOLLOW-UP ACTIVITIES 

1. Develop questions for the Q&A session. 

2. Connecting activity: Create a spring music playlist, just in time for the Spring Equinox. 

3. Responding activity: Write a concert review! 

Teachers — We invite you to get in touch to share examples of students’ work as part 
of these follow-up activities or any other activities you develop! 

You can reach me at senns@themco.ca / 204-783-7377, ext. 106 

Dr. Suzu Enns, Director of Education and Community Engagement  
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