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Tell me and I forget,

Show me and I may remember,

Involve me and I will understand.
— Chinese proverb

About this learning resource
All are welcome to enjoy this learning resource! You will find:
— An introduction to Aaron Copland’s “Hoe-Down” from Rodeo including a listening
guide!
This learning resource is primarily intended to be an accessible, user-friendly audience and
teacher reference. It can be used to enhance your listening and learning experience; help you to
fill in some musical knowledge gaps; and serve as a springboard to further study, listening, and
exploration!

Please get in touch!

Suzu Enns, Education and Outreach Manager
senns@themco.ca
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“Hoe-Down” from Rodeo

Composed by Aaron Copland
The composer
Aaron Copland (1900-1990) was an American composer,
teacher, writer, and conductor. He composed orchestral

music and music for ballets in addition to chamber music,
vocal works, opera and film scores.

He is known for having composed music that was more

accessible than other modern composers of that time, and

his works are still very popular, well-known, and accessible
to audiences today!

The repertoire

Rodeo is a ballet for which Aaron Copland composed the music. The ballet was first performed in

1942, and a few years later Copland arranged the music so it could be performed as a suite without

dancers. An orchestral or symphonic suite is a set of musical pieces performed together like a medley,
and this suite features four pieces of music that were in the original Rodeo ballet: “Buckaroo Holiday”,
“Corral Nocturne”, “Saturday Night Waltz” and “Hoe-Down”!

It is common for the famous “Hoe-Down” to be performed on it’s own, as we did at the Manitoba
Chamber Orchestra concert!

A few more things you should know!
Instrumentation: The MCO is performing an arrangement for strings orchestra (violins, violas,
cellos and double basses).

• The original version of the piece features a full orchestra which includes woodwind, brass,
percussion, and string sections.

Duration: Approximately 4 minutes.
Fun fact! There is no conductor for this performance of “Hoe-Down”!
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What to LISTEN for:

• Folk music and dance tunes

• A hoedown is an American folk dance!
• There is a lot of folk or country music that accompanies the hoedown dancing.

• Copland referenced and incorporated well-known folk music including square dancing tunes.
• Allegro tempo

• Allegro means to play fast!
• Allegro is a tempo marking,
and it is indicated at the

beginning of the sheet music

with a metronome marking of
quarter note = 112.
• Syncopated rhythm

• We come to expect a regular,
steady beat when we play
and listen to music, and we

can often naturally start clapping or dancing along to the beat.

• However, sometimes it is a bit more difficult to identify or feel the beat. Where did it go? Often,
syncopated rhythms are to blame!
• Pizzicato

• This is an instrumental technique where the string players pluck the strings on their instrument
instead of using the bow.
• When musicians are speaking to one another or writing in their musical score, they will often
shorten the word from pizzicato to just pizz (pronounced “pitz”)!
• Here’s an example of what it looks like in the musical score:
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More LISTENING!
Click here to LISTEN to the original full orchestra
version of Copland’s “Hoe-Down” performed by the
National Youth Orchestra of the United States!

In the 1970s, English progressive rock group
Emerson, Lake & Palmer recorded and
performed their own popular arrangement of
Copland’s “Hoe-Down”! Click here to LISTEN!
• Emerson, Lake & Palmer also performed their own version
of Copland’s famous “Fanfare for the Common Man”!

Hollow Water Hoedown
Hollow Water First Nation is an Anishinaabe First
Nation in Manitoba. It is located on the east side
of Lake Winnipeg.
Click here to LISTEN to Kaylee Johnson
performing Hollow Water Hoedown, a fiddle tune
written by Cameron Baggins!

Click here to LISTEN to students from

Cranberry Portage, MB performing Hollow Water
Hoedown!
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